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Pike/Wayne Envirothon 2011
 


The twenty-fifth annual Pike/Wayne Envirothon took place April 27, 2011 at the PPL Environmental Learning Center in Hawley with first place going to the “Green Revolution” from Wallenpaupack Area High School. The Pike/Wayne Envirothon is a one-day educational competition for high school students designed to test their knowledge, skills and problem solving capabilities regarding our earth’s natural resources coordinated by the Pike and Wayne County Conservation Districts.  Envirothon teams are comprised of three to five students from the same school enrolled in grades 9 through 12. 
The Pike/Wayne Envirothon program is made available through partnerships with the PA Department of Agriculture, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Department of Education Office of Environment & Ecology, PA Game Commission, PA Fish & Boat Commission, DCNR Bureau of Forestry and Bureau of State Parks, PPL, USDA Natural Resources and Conservation Service, and many volunteers. Representatives from these agencies provide informational materials and class instruction related to the competition topics.  

A total of ten student teams represented Delaware Valley, Honesdale, Wallenpaupack and Western Wayne high schools in this year’s event. Students were tested on Aquatics, Forestry, Wildlife, Soils and Land Use and a Current Issue, which changes from year to year. This year’s current issue was “Salt and Fresh Water Estuaries”.  


During lunch the students had the opportunity to see a tranquilized bear that was recently trapped by Jim McCarthy and Mark Kropa of the PA Game Commission. The processing procedure entails tagging the ears and extracting a tooth of the bear. The tooth is pulled and a blood sample is taken and sent to a lab to determine the age the bear. They also tattoo the bear on the inside of the bears lip for tracking purposes. 

Before the awards ceremony for the Envirothon winners, a plaque was presented to Robert Muller, District Manager for the Wayne Conservation District for his participation in the 25th annual event. The plaque was presented to Mr. Muller by Wayne County Commissioners Wendall Kay, Tony Herzog, and Jamie Knecht, Watershed Specialist and Wayne County Envirothon Coordinator. 
A special thank you to this year’s sponsors including the Pennsylvania’s Trappers Association, Dutch's Supermarket, Wallenpaupack Veterinary Clinic, Woodloch Pines Resort, Inc., Honesdale National Bank, Elegante Restaurant, Wayne Bank, Honesdale Farm & Garden Inc., Natures Grace Health Food Store & Deli, Dirlam Brothers Lumber Company, and Yatsonsky’s Farm. A special thank you to the PPL Corporation for hosting this year’s event! 
“Green Revolution” of Wallenpaupack will represent Pike County and “Platinum Platypi” from Honesdale will be representing Wayne County at the 2011 PA State Envirothon Competition scheduled for May 24-25, 2011 at Susquehanna University and Shikellamy State Park. The winning team will represent Pennsylvania at the 2011 Canon Envirothon, North America’s largest environmental competition, which will take place July 24-29, 2011 at Mt. Allison University, Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada. For more information about the Envirothon contact the Pike County Conservation District at 570-226-8220 or the Wayne Conservation District at 570-253-0930.  

Pike/Wayne Envirothon Winners:
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“Green Revolution” pictured from left: Nick Pomroy, Nicole Grzejka, Courtney Singleton, and Janie Mergler and Michele Ulmer, Pike County Conservation District Envirothon Coordinator. Not pictured Bryce Evans.  
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1st place for Wayne County went to “Platinum Platypi” from Honesdale pictured from left: Wayne County Commissioner Tony Herzog, Tim Jurkowski, Mackenzie Henry, Dorie Henry and Wayne County Commissioner Wendall Kay. Not pictured Luke O'Neill and Levi Propst 
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At the Pike/Wayne Envirothon held April 27th at the PPL Environmental Learning Center in Hawley, Robert Muller, District Manager for the Wayne Conservation District, was recognized for his 25 years of in participation and leadership in this annual event. The plaque was presented to Mr. Muller from the left: Wayne County Commissioner Tony Herzog, Robert Muller, Wayne County Commissioners Wendall Kay, and Jamie Knecht, Watershed Specialist and Wayne County Envirothon Coordinator. 
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Pictured above: PA Game Commission officer Jim McCarthy and teacher from Delaware Valley Jen Adamitis along with PA Game Commission officer Mark Kropa tagging a bear at the Pike/Wayne Envirothon.  
